
Project summary: 

Among equals - Peer Education for Deaf People in 

Developing Countries 

 

1. Introduction 

This project was conducted by the International Deaf Empowerment Foundation (iDEF) from 

January 2011 to December 2013, and its implementation was supported by the International 

Institute for Sign Languages and Deaf Studies (iSLanDS) at the University of Central 

Lancashire (UCLan). Funding was given by the Walter de Gruyter Foundation (3,610 Euros) 

with additional costs provided by the project partners. The project’s aim was to explore the 

impact of peer education between deaf sign language users. The partners wanted to identify 

the strengths of this approach, while at the same time providing a direct benefit to the 

community concerned through the research activities, and disseminating findings widely. The 

project was carried out in two parts, one of which took place in India and the other in Jordan. 

In both countries, the project partners worked closely with deaf communities, and were able 

to create a strong sustainable basis for future work in this area.  

2. Project activities in India 

In India, the project focused on peer education in the area of English literacy teaching. Due to 

the limited funding under this project, it was not possible to create new teaching materials or 

to conduct large-scale quantitative analysis of learners’ language outputs. However, the team 

collected valuable qualitative data and conducted both pilot classes and peer tutor training 

sessions. 

The first peer educator training took place right at the beginning of the project in January 2012. 

This short course was taught by a hearing Czech PhD student, Tamara Kováčová, together 

with a deaf Indian community teacher, Rajesh Ketkar, and provided orientation for 16 deaf 

peer tutors in the resources and methodologies of teaching English to deaf learners. Feedback 

was collected from the participants and a second round of training for 13 deaf peer tutors was 

held towards the end of the project in September 2013. Both training sessions were held at 

the school for the deaf in Indore that acted as a partner for this part of the project. At the end 

of the second training, which was conducted by Ketkar together with Rahul Dewivede, 

qualitative evaluation data was gathered in the form of videotaped interviews in sign language 

from the participants and trainers. Analysis of this material led to important conclusions about 

the nature of the skills transfer process in such a setting (see 3 below). By the end of the 

project period, the deaf school in Indore had implemented its own English literacy classes 

based on the peer teaching approach, and 31 students are attending these classes. 

3. Project activities in Jordan 

In Jordan, the project activities began with a training course for six deaf sign language 

teachers in May 2012, conducted by a deaf British MA student (Paul Scott). Training activities 

were videotaped and the participants discussed a set of semi-structured interview questions 

in three successive focus groups. Originally in Jordanian Sign Language, this material was 



summarised in the form of English translations and categorised into themes for analysis. 

Subsequently, Scott worked with a deaf Jordanian signer, Mohammed Salha. Together they 

prepared materials for English literacy training for deaf Jordanians. 

A teaching and training hub was established for the local deaf community, and project member 

Scott trained 13 deaf peer tutors for English literacy in a first round of training, and 14 in a 

second round. This hub is now running English literacy classes for deaf young adults and high 

school students under a self-funding model. All teaching and training activities from the English 

peer tutor training were again videotaped. 

4. Outcomes 

This project has led to multiple further developments. The iSLanDS Institute has submitted a 

funding application to work on English literacy with partners in India, Ghana and Uganda, and 

conduct further rigorous research in this area. In Jordan, work continues under the British 

Council, and the project members are actively encouraging South-South partnerships. The 

iSLanDS Institute funded a workshop at the Indian Social Institute in New Delhi in April 2014 

entitled ‘Hub for Deaf Education in India’, during which further expansion of the models 

explored through this peer education project were discussed with deaf community 

representatives from around India. 

Summary of participants: 

First training for peer tutors in Indore    16 participants 

Second training for peer tutors in Indore    13 participants 

Pilot teaching in New Delhi     17 participants 

English literacy teaching in Indore    31 participants 

Peer tutor training for sign language teaching in Jordan  6 participants 

First peer tutor training for English literacy in Jordan  13 participants 

Second peer tutor training for English literacy in Jordan  14 participants 

Total        110 participants   

The academics involved in this project are now in an excellent position to use the outcomes 

as a strong basis for the larger-scale research being applied for at the moment. 

5. Dissemination 

Findings from this project were disseminated through several presentations at an international 

conference and workshop, both of which targeted deaf community members. At the SIGN6 

conference in Goa, India, project members Kováčová and Ketkar delivered a talk entitled 

“Establishing training for prospective Indian deaf peer tutors of English” (7 February 2013), as 

well as presenting at a fringe meeting (8 February) on “Deaf peer educators teaching English 

literacy”. At an international workshop called “Building the capacity of deaf communities 

through applied sign linguistics”, held at UCLan from 28th February to 1st March 2014, project 

member Scott presented on “Teaching English literacy to the deaf community in Jordan”, and 

project members Kováčová and Sibaji Panda gave a talk on “Approaches to deaf literacy in 

India” alongside Praveena Davis and Silvy Maxi Mena from the National Institute of Speech 

and Hearing in Kerala, India.  

 


